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August 7, 2003

Chi ef, Regul ations and Procedures .Division

Al cohol and Tobacco Tax and Trade Bureau

PO Box 50221

Washi ngt on, DC 20091- 0221

Attn: Notice 4

Dear Sir or Madam

| support the U S. Treasury's Al cohol and Tobacco Tax and Trade Bureau proposed rul enaking for flavored malt beverages, (2001R-136P), which | believe will clarify al cohol beverages categories and maintain an
orderly US marketplace. In ny mnd the proposed 0.5% standard is a conmbn sense resolution of the many factors affecting the industry. It is ny understanding that The Beer Institute, the National Beer

Whol esal ers Associ ation and maj or small brewer associations also support the proposed rule. O00000000000000000000000CO000000ODOO0O0O0O0OCDO0O0O00O00DO00O0OO0OCDOO0O0O0O00O0O0O00O00DO0OODO0O0O0O0OC0O00DO000D000000D0O00O000DO0O00O0O0ODOOOOOOO
Additionally, the refornmulated products will be consistent with New Jersey state tax, license and distribution |aws presently regul ating whol esalers and retailers in the present malt beverage market pl ace.
Wthout a national standard, manufacturers, retailers and whol esal ers, nust deal with a patchwork of individual state Jaws and regul ati ons, which can only lead to chaos in the industry.

Thank you for consideration in this matter, if you require any further input, please advise and | will be happy to forward it to you.

Very truly yours,

Patrick J. Diegnan, Jr.
Assenbl yman -District 18






