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August 13, 2003

M. Arthur Libertucci, Admnistrator

Al cohol and Tobacco Tax and Trade Bureau
P 0 Box 50221

Washi ngton, D.C. 20091-0221

Dear M. Libertucci:

Wth reference to Notice 4, | amwiting in ny capacity as a Al abana State Senator to express
my support for the United States Treasury Departnent Division of Al cohol and Tobacco Tax and
Trade Bureau’'s proposed rul emaking for flavored nalt beverages (200 1R-136P).

Intended to maintain and orderly nmarketplace in our country, the Federal al cohol beverage
categories will receive a nuch-needed clarification. Once the proposed rule is adopted, the
standard will help insure an orderly narketplace, provide for consistency in products to neet
consuner expectations, as well as help sustain the |ong-term devel opnent of the product

category. Also, the consistency of these refornul ated products with state tax, license, and
distribution laws will allow whol esalers and retailers to continue to distribute, sell and narket
flavored nmalt beverages as they do today. Furthernore, the proposed standard' s debate provides

for an inmportant opportunity for the discussion of the stability of the retail |icensing system and
the overal |l narketpl ace.

There are some who have concerns regarding the ability of manufacturers to produce flavored

mal t beverage products in accordance with the new proposal; however, brewers have already

denonstrated the expertise and technical ability necessary to brew these products under the new

Federal standard. The flavored nalt beverage products the look and taste the same will continue to

be available to wholesalers and retailers in all states with no interruption and no discernable

taste difference for consuners. 00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000OO0OOOL

| appreciate your consideration of ny recommendation on this inportant issue. | hope you will
call ne if you require any further information.

Si ncerely,

E.B. Mdain



