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From | sparaci o@wscorp.com

Sent: Tuesday, Septenber 16, 2003 12:28 PM
To: Rul emaking, TTB

Subject: '"TTB Notice No. 4

name=Jenni f er Sparaci o
name=Uni ted States Beverage, LLC
Addr ess1=700 Canal St

Addr ess2=

Cty=Stanford

St at e=CT/ USA

Zi p Code=06902

Comrent s=Sept enber 16, 2003

Chi ef

Regul ati ons and Procedures Division

Al cohol and Tobacco Tax and Trade Bureau
Washi ngton DC 20091- 0221

RE: TTB Notice Number Four
To Wiom It May Concern:

| amwiting to express ny support for the 51-49 Majority Standard in the
reformul ation of flavored malt beverages. This approach is equitable and
nore consistent with the policy that the governnent has foll owed for twenty
years. Federal policy requires 25%of the fernentable base in a malt
beverage to be nmalt, 50% of the fernmentables in a beer to be grain and 25%
of the fernentable base in a wheat beer to be wheat. Wiy should fl avored
mal t beverages be held to a standard that is unprecedented in the industry?

The major brewers in this country are | obbying for the 0.5% standard to be
adopt ed because the small brewers are cutting into their profits. Wile they
claimto have found ways refornmul ate their products to neet this standard,
small brewers sinply do not have the financial resources to do so. The
restrictive 0.5% standard will undoubtedly threaten the taste of the
products and severely reduce shelf life. Such a standard will likely
elimnate sone of ny favorite products fromthe marketpl ace.

The classification as flavored nmalt beverages as distilled spirits wll
change the distribution channels and pricing structure. As a consuner, | am
nost |ikely to purchase FMB&#8217;s in a grocery or conveni ence store. The
chance of ne going to a liquor store to buy a FMB at a higher price than
amused to paying, is very slim

Pl ease do not succunb to political pressure by industry giants and pass
regul ations that will nmake it inpossible for me to get the high quality,
superb-tasting flavored malt beverages that | have becone accustoned to.

Si ncerely,
Jenni fer Sparacio



