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Budwei ser
KI NG OF BEERS

COUNTY DI STRI BUTI NG CO., | NC.

Sept enber 9, 2003

Attention: OTTB Notice Nunber 4

Chi ef Regul ations and Procedures Division
Al cohol and Tobacco Tax and Trade Bureau
P. 0. Box 50221

Washi ngt on, DC 20091- 0221

Ladi es and Gentl enen:

We support the proposed ruling fromthe Tax and Trade Bureau requiring flavored malt
beverages to have no nore than 0.5% al cohol content fromdistilled spirits in order for it
to be classified as beer.

Beer is uniquely different fromother alcoholic beverages. This is evidenced by how beer
is taxed and regul ated at the Federal and state |levels. The proposed rule will help
mai ntain orderly channels of distribution, |icensing, and taxation.

It is inmportant to differentiate beer fromdistilled spirits when it conmes to Federal and
state policies. Beer is brewed, not distilled. Blurring the difference will encourage
distillers to disguise their products as beer.

County Distributing Conpany encourages you to approve the proposed 0.5% standard on
flavored nmalt beverages.

Sincerely yours,

Ranond Smith
CFQ Control | er
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