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Charlie Davis
3 Janes Center, Suite 1204
Ri chnond, Virginia 23219

Cct ober 6, 2003

M. WIIiam Foster

Chi ef, Regul ations and Procedures Division
Al cohol and Tobacco Tax and Trade Bureau
P. O Box 50221

Washi ngt on, DC 20091- 0221

Attn: ONotice No. 4
Dear M. Foster,

| want to express ny support for the 0.5% standard on flavored nalt
beverages proposed by the Al cohol and Tobacco Tax and Trade Bureau.

For a host of reasons, ranging fromtaxation to pure and sinple public
awareness, the integrity of the fernmentation process of malt beverages
must be preserved.

Wthout a federal standard, distinguishing malt beverages fromdistilled
spirits will becone inpossible with each passing year. It would be |ike
mandati ng that no individual autonobile manufacturer have a

di stingui shing name —no nore Ford, General Mdtors Chrysler, etc. —and
that all of those products sinply be called cars.

| am aware that the Virginia ABC Departnent’s has endorsed your
proposal for the 0.5% standard and | encourage you to adopt the proposed
regul ati on.

Si ncerely,
Charlie Davis



