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RE: TTB NOTI CE NUVBER FOUR
May 16, 2003

Chi ef

Regul ati ons and Procedures Division

Al cohol and Tobacco Tax and Trade Bureau
Washi ngton, D.C. 20091-0221

Dear Al cohol Tobacco Tax and Trade Bureau:

| am sure you've heard a | ot about the new rules that the TTB has | aid out

for the flavored nalt beverage industry, but | felt the need to share ny

personal thoughts. Because this is an issue that affects so many peopl e,

believe it is inportant that the TTB carefully exam ne any new rul es that

may hi nder or prohibit flavored malt beverages from being sold. That is why

| strongly disagree with the newy outlined rules. OOOOO0O0OOOO0O0O0OO0O0O0OOOOOO

Government regul ati ons and higher taxes are the last thing retailers need

right now, but that is exactly what the TTB is trying to hand down. The new

rules for flavored malt beverages would dramatically alter the tastes of

t hese beverages, increase the prices to consuners and put the drinks in a

new cat egory of al coholic beverages - thus subjecting themto higher excise

taxes. My business, and the busi nesses who sell these products, will not be

able to make it under these kind of pressures. OUOOOOO0O0O000O0O000O000O0OOOOO0OOOO

That is why | amrequesting that the TTB throw out these new rules and

begin anew. | would urge you to take into account the concerns and i deas of
retailers, the flavored nmalt beverage industry and the consuners of these

products. Only by working to help one another will we find the best, nost
reasonabl e solution to this issue. Thank you for your understandi ng and

time. OOO0000O00O00O00O0O0O00C00O00O00O0O0O000OC00O00O0O0O0O000O0C00O0O0OO0O0O00O0C00O00OO0000O0OO00OC

Si ncerely,

Jean Hal



