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Sept enber 12 2003

Di rect or

O0ORegul ati ons of Procedures Division

O0OAI cohol and Tobacco Tax and Trade Bureau
O0pP. O. Box 50221

O0OWashi ngton, D.C. 20091

Attn: OTTB Notice #4
OTo Wiom It May Concern: [

O amwiting to express our support for the proposed rules issued in March 2003
outlining the necessary al cohol content requirenents for Flavored Malt Beverages (FMB)
to be classified as beer, with alcoholic content fromdistilled spirits not to exceed 0.5%

OWe believe this rule would help to add certainty to the marketplace, as nost state
Al cohol i ¢ Beverage Conmi ssions defer to federal guidelines when avail abl e.

OTexas Petrol eum Marketer and Conveni ence Store Association, TPCA, is the

| argest state association of its kind with a nmenbership that owns, supplies or operates
approxi mately 16, 000 conveni ence stores, service stations and other retail notor fue
outlets in Texas and the Sout hwest.

01 appl aud your agency for taking the lead on this issue to add regulatory clarity for
retailers selling FMB, beer and wi ne. Please feel free to contact nme if youhave any
guestions regarding this matter.

Si ncerely,

0Ll oyd Norris
OTPCA President OO

TPCA Texas Petrol eum Marketers and Conveni ence Store Associ ati on
701 West 15th Street Austin, Texas 78701-1535 (512)476- 9547 FAX(512)477-4239



