<< 0041796 >>

NEW JERSEY GENERAL ASSEMBLY
NEW JERSEY GENERAL ASSEMBLY

NI LSA CRUZ- PEREZOOO

ASSEMBLYWOMAN, 5TH DI STRI CTOO

PARTS OF CAMDEN AND GLOUCESTER COUNTI ES
514 COOPER STREET

CAMDEN, NJ 08102
(856) 541-1251

FAX (856) 541-34150

e-mai |l aswcruz-perez@,jl eg. orgQd

ASSI STANT MAJORI TY LEADER
COW TTEES:
CHAI RWOVAN, CONSUMER AFFAI RS
HOUSI NG &
LOCAL GOVERNMENT
REGULATORY OVERSI GHT

Sept enber 10, 2003000

O oonoog
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Dear Sir or Madam

OAs the Assenbl ywoman fromthe 5th District in New Jersey, | amwiting to express ny support
for the U S. Treasury’s Al cohol and Tobacco Tax and Trade Bureau proposed rule naking for flavored malt
beverages. (2001R-136P).

Ol believe the TTB's action is an inportant clarification of federal al cohol beverage categories
established to maintain an orderly US narketplace. Further, | believe the debate surrounding the proposed
standard poses inportant issues for the stability of the retail licensing systemand the overall marketpl ace.

OWth my support for the proposed 0.5% standard, | amjoining the Beer Institute, the National Beer

VWol esal ers Associ ation, and maj or small brewer associations, among many ot hers, because this standard

is the nost efficient neans to address recent concerns by both federal and state officials. If adopt ed the
standard will maintain an orderly marketplace, neet consuner expectations for consistent products, and

hel p sustain the | ong-term devel opnent of the product category. In addition, these reformul ated products

will be consistent with state tax, license, and distribution |aws all ow ng whol esalers and retailers to
continue to distribute, sell and market flavored malt beverages as they do today.

OHowever, absent a national standard rooted in existing | aw and regul ati on, manufacturers, retailers,
and whol esalers will face a potential for a patchwork of individual state |laws and regul ati on where the same
product may ultimately be sold as a “beer” in one state and as a “distilled spirits” in another.



OFinally, while there are sone who have concerns regarding the ability of manufacturers to produce

FMB products in accordance with the new proposal, as you may know, brewers have al ready denonstrated

the expertise and technical ability to brew these products under the new federal standard. The FMB
products that | ook and taste the same will be available to wholesalers and retailers in all states with no
interruption and no di scenable taste differences for consuners.

OThank you for this opportunity for me to offer nmy support for the current TTB proposed rule
maki ng for flavored malt beverages.

Sincerely

NI LSA CRUZ- PEREZ
Assenmbl ywoman, 5th District
NC/ nr
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