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KI NG OF 6EERS

A-B DI STRI BUTI NG COMPANY

Cct ober 13, 2003

Chi ef, Regul ati ons, Procedures Division
Al cohol and Tobacco Tax and Trade Bureau
P. O Box 50221

Washi ngton, D.C. 20091-0221

Dear Sir of Madam

| supPort propgseu ~l ~i s~su~d i:n March 2093 ~ytheT~x and Trale
that staf~s ihaf fér an FMB th, be cla~sifi~d as beet, its alcohol cojiient ~ ~
alcoh~1~nn6i i ekce&dO. . 5%> ~ V

bev&age~t Oour has beefr regul ated and~taked dfff&eiitly than& ietal coliol

B~er: s~uni ~j fi e ~r&d4ucrthat ~[.

~ hi~tor~. The TTB~<proposed ru e is cqgnsistentwith the x

Oi nterpretati on~of what constAutes b~er~fid otfrer m beve~ag~Ado~ti on~of

the TTB “0.5 by vdi ~i ne standard” kvould eii’sure the integrity of beer and the brew Ag
process.

This proposed rule would hel p maintain an orderly marketplace and avoid costly and
confusing disruptions in state licensing, taxation and distribution policies. Equating beer
to beverages that derive a majority of their alcohol content fromdistilled spirits could
weaken the inportant distinctions between beer and products w th higher al cohol content.
These distinctions inpact state and federal policies regarding the regulation and taxation
of beer and other al cohol beverages.

Beer is not distilled spirits. Beer is not fortified wine. Beer is not a product that has been
made through the distillation process. Beer is made through the brew ng process. The
0.5% standard will ensure that the integrity of beer renmins.

Si ncerely,

Cal vi n Wanor eck
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