Comment 85

-----Original Message-----
From: Lowel Zelinski [mailto:lowell@precisionaginc.com] 
Sent: Friday, March 23, 2007 3:24 PM
To: Rulemaking, TTB
Subject: 'TTB Notice No. 70'
name=Dr. Lowell Zelinski

name=Precision Ag Inc.

Address1=179 Niblick Road #330

Address2=

City=Paso Robles

State=CA

Zip Code=93446

Comments=Although I am in favor of new AVA’s in the Paso area, I am opposed to the proposed Westside AVA now under consideration. Since AVA’s are supposed to reflect the unique climatic, soil and geomorphic properties of the AVA and since the arbitrary division along the Salinas River as the eastern boundary of the proposed AVA does not define anything unique about the proposed AVA (other than its geographic location) there is no justification for this boundary.

I made an oral presentation on the Terroir of the Paso Robles AVA (Terroir of the Paso Robles AVA, with special emphasis on soils and geology: Terroir ’06 University of California, Davis, March 19-22, 2006) and in preparing for that presentation it is clear that neither the soils nor the underlying geology are defined by the Salinas River. In fact the orientation of the soils and geology is in a northwesterly – southeasterly direction which crosses the Salinas River in many locations throughout the current Paso Robles AVA (see Soil Survey of San

Luis Obispo County: Paso Robles Area: USDA Soil Conservation Service,

May 1983). 

I also consult on grape production on both sides of the Salinas River in the Paso Robles area. As part of my consulting, I collect temperature information from many locations. I have seen little difference between my Westside and the Eastside locations during the season. For example, there was a period during July 2006 where we experienced high heat. The difference in maximum temperatures between my Westside and the Eastside locations was less the one degree.

For these reasons I oppose the formation of the Westside AVA

